
References commonly used to identify crustacean zooplankton 

The following sources provide excellent zooplankton identification keys and/or detailed diagrams 
of species.  You may come across other useful papers as your work develops.  Although Thorp 
and Covich (1991) provide good details on the ecology of species, their keys only go down to the 
genus level.  Pennak (1989) also covers this aspect and the keys in the Third edition are more 
detailed, going down to the species level.  Edmondson (1959), though a bit dated with respect to 
taxonomic changes, remains one of the most comprehensive keys for freshwater crustacean  
zooplankton.  

   Note that most keys only refer to females for the Cladocera.  During most of the year, populations  
   entirely consist of parthenogenetic females;  hence males are usually quite rare (Pennak, 1989). 
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